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Glossary
GDP per unit of energy use is 2006 gross domestic product (GDP) in 
purchasing power parity (PPP) terms per kilogram of oil equivalent of energy 
use. PPP GDP is GDP converted to international dollars using PPP rates. An 
international dollar has the same purchasing power over GDP that a U.S. dol-
lar has in the United States. (International Energy Agency and World Bank; 
data are for 2006)

GEF benefits index for biodiversity is a composite index of relative bio-
diversity potential for each country developed by the Global Environment 
Facility, based on the species represented in each country, their threat sta-
tus, and the diversity of habitat types in each country. The index shown in 
the tables has been normalized so that values run from 0 (no biodiversity 
potential) to 100 (maximum biodiversity potential) (World Bank; estimates 
are for 2008)

GNI per capita is gross national income (GNI) divided by midyear population. 
GNI is gross domestic product plus net receipts of primary income (employee 
compensation and property income) from abroad. GNI per capita is in cur-
rent U.S. dollars, converted using the World Bank Atlas method (see World 
Development Indicators 2008, Statistical methods). (World Bank, Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development, and United Nations; data are 
for 2007)

Gross savings are the difference between gross national income and public 
and private consumption plus net current transfers. (World Bank, Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development, and United Nations; data are 
for 2007)

Higher plant species, threatened, are the number of species classified 
by the World Conservation Union as endangered, vulnerable, rare, indetermi-
nate, out of danger, or insufficiently known. (World Conservation Monitoring 
Centre and World Conservation Union; data are for 2008)

Higher plant species, total known, are native vascular plant species. 
(World Conservation Monitoring Centre and World Conservation Union; data 
are for 2004)

Internal freshwater resources per capita are internal renewable 
resources, which include flows of rivers and groundwater from rainfall in the 
country but excludes river flows from other countries, divided by midyear 
population. (Refers to data reported to the Food and Agriculture Organization 
as of 2007)

Land area is a country’s total land area, excluding area under inland water 
bodies, national claims to continental shelf, and exclusive economic zones. 
In most cases the definition of inland water bodies includes major rivers and 
lakes. (Food and Agriculture Organization; data are for 2007)

Mineral depletion is the ratio of the value of the stock of mineral resources 
to the remaining reserve lifetime (capped at 25 years). It covers bauxite, cop-
per, iron, lead, nickel, phosphate, tin, gold, silver, and zinc. (See World Bank 
2009 for details; estimates are based on sources and methods in Kunte and 
others 1998; data are for 2007).
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Nationally protected area is totally or partially protected areas of at least 
1,000 hectares that are designated as national parks, natural monuments, 
nature reserves or wildlife sanctuaries; protected landscapes and seascapes; 
and scientific reserves. It includes World Conservation Union–protected area 
categories I–VI. (World Conservation Monitoring Centre; data are for the most 
recent year available)

Net forest depletion is the product of unit resource rents and the excess 
of roundwood harvest over natural growth. If growth exceeds harvest, this 
figure is zero. (Food and Agriculture Organization and World Bank estimates 
of natural growth; data are for 2007)

Particulate emission damage is calculated as the willingness to pay to 
reduce the risk of illness and death attributable to particulate emissions. 
(World Bank estimates; data are for 2006)

Particulate matter is fine suspended particulates of less than 10 microns 
in diameter that are capable of penetrating deep into the respiratory tract 
and causing damage. The indicator is the population-weighted average of all 
cities in the country with a population greater than 100,000. (World Bank 
estimates; data are for 2006)

Population includes all residents who are present regardless of legal status 
or citizenship except for refugees not permanently settled in the country of 
asylum, who are generally considered part of the population of their country 
of origin. (United Nations; data are midyear estimates for 2007)

Population density, rural, is rural population divided by arable land area. 
Rural population is estimated as the difference between the total population 
and urban population. (See urban population; data are for 2007)

Population growth is the exponential change in population for the period 
indicated. (United Nations; data are for 1990–2007)

Transport sector fuel consumption is the average volume of fuel con-
sumed per capita in the transport sector (International Road Federation 
2008; data are for 2006).

Under-five mortality rate is the probability that a newborn baby will die 
before reaching age five if subject to current age-specific mortality rates. 
(United Nations and United Nations Children’s Fund; data are for 2005)

Urban population is the share of the midyear population living in areas 
defined as urban in each country (United Nations; data are for 2007)

Urban population growth is the exponential change in urban population for 
the period indicated. (United Nations; data are for 1990–2007)
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